
 

 

Willie G. Davidson art exhibit will be featured at Delafield History Center 

William G. Davidson - Artist’s Statement 
 

As a “creative,” I have been fortunate in spending most of my life at Harley-Davidson as a designer. I am a graduate 

of Art Center College of Design and that is where my watercolor interest began. Although my degree is in Industrial 

Design, Watercolor was an elective, featuring plein air sessions where we painted outdoors, on location. 
 

I have always viewed our motorcycles as the ultimate sculptural art form. Color, shape, texture, contrast, play of light, 

and proportion are critical elements in their visual success. Those same elements apply when creating a compelling 

watercolor painting, only in two dimensions rather than three. 
 

Overlapping motorcycle design and watercolor painting has provided me with a very fulfilling lifestyle which answers 

my passions and emotions. I am inspired to approach incredible variety with finesse and creativity; whether those 

components are pools of color on a sheet of paper or chrome, leather, and steel. 

 

     The Hawks Inn Historical Museum and Delafield History Center is pleased to announce that Willie G. Davidson 

will hold his art exhibit from June 12 through Oct. 2, in the history center’s art gallery located at 426 Wells St. in 

Delafield.  

     An artist reception with refreshments will be held from 1 to 4 p.m. Saturday, June 12. The art exhibit will feature 

more than 40 original watercolor paintings that explore the Delafield artist’s passion for “placing pools of color on 

paper” and inspiration through an intimate relationship with the elements of nature.  

     “My art has gone through several evolutions over the last 50 years. When I was head of the Harley-Davidson 

design department, I didn’t have time to paint a lot. Now that I’m retired, I can spend every day in my art studio. 

This is my second career,” Willie G. explained, laughing. 

     Grandson of Harley-Davidson’s co-founder William A. Davidson, Willie G. left his artistic mark on chrome, 

leather, and steel as the iconic motor company’s chief stylist for nearly a half century. Since retiring 10 years ago, 

the artist spends time with his family, while also gravitating into his art studios and outside, immersed in nature. 

     “I’m always in the mood to paint because I’m surrounded by the scenery and four seasons of Wisconsin. 

Watercolor is my favorite medium – I find it to be fascinating. The mixture of water and pigment offers a great 

variety of color and impact. I paint on hand-made paper from England – oh, it’s just beautiful stuff,” he added. 

     Willie G. and his wife Nancy live on 200 acres in the Town of Delafield. Known for its bucolic landscape with 

narrow country roads that wind between sparkling waterways, diverse woods, and rolling prairies – this little 

corner of lake country and the backdrop to Willie G.’s art studio and home for 25 years offers not only the perfect 

“Harley ride” but also the muse behind his inspiration to paint every day. 

     “This is my first one-man art show. It will be so nice for people to see how I express myself through art. I’m 

looking forward to it and I hope a lot of people come,” said Willie G. “I’ve really enjoyed a rolling history of 

pursuing my two compassions – Harley-Davidson and my art.” 

 

Art Gallery Info 

    The Hawks Inn Historical Museum and Delafield History Center is located at 426 Wells St. in Delafield. Regular 

gallery hours are Saturday from 1 to 4 p.m. and Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to noon. A suggested admission fee is $5 

per guest.  

     “This art exhibit will continue in our mission of teaching and preserving the history of Delafield. Willie G. 

Davidson is our neighbor in Delafield, and his art will bring a new audience to our History Center and Museum. We 

are pleased and honored,” said Mary Daniel, president of Hawks Inn Historical Society. 

     Private groups, limited to 20 guests are welcomed and will need to be scheduled ahead of time. During regular 

hours, guests are also invited to relax and socialize in sitting areas within the gallery and outside on the porches, 

wander in the flower gardens, and hopefully have time to visit the Hawks Inn Museum, next door.   

     For more information, visit www.hawksinn.org and www.facebook.com/hawksinn, call 262-646-4794, or email 

HawksInn@wi.rr.com.  
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